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ABSTRACT

This paper presents a new complete study on @éheept of literature and
criticism at Mahmoud Amin Al-Alim, it discusses aimlant contributions in criticism
made by prominent Arab critic over the perioditty years. Mahmoud Amin Al-Alim
is considered the most important socialist realtsitic in fifties and sixties, and he was
a contemporary of many schools in literature anticem, and involved in a lot of
debate and controversy over the literary and @iticissues affecting the modern Arab
criticism.

The study came to answer the many questions réigeale rich production of
Mahmoud Amin Al-Alim: What is the concept of litéume at Mahmoud Amin Al-
Alim? What are the sources and function? What ésrtHation between the literature,
the writer, and the society? The concept of catit? What are intellectual principles of
criticism at Mahmoud Amin Al-Alim? What is his futian? What is the position of
Amin Al-Alim from the various approaches in crison? What is the methodology?
What is the impact of ideology in the formationtleé concept of literature and criticism
at Al-Alim?

The phenomenon in question requires the researble tivided into two parts
and several chapters: The first section deals thighconcept of literature, and consists
of two chapters: the first chapter deals with tberses of literature and the second
discusses the essence of literature.

The second section deals with the concept of miticand consists of two
chapters: the first chapter deals with the conadptriticism and dimensions upon
which Al-Alim depends in the formation of that cept, the second chapter deals with
Mahmoud Amin Al-Alimapproach in criticism.

The research reached a number of important results:

As far as Mahmoud Amin Al —Alim is concerned , theerature is a social
product influenced with the economic productipatterns , and associated with the
social and historical circumstances that have dmuted to its formation, which is a
reflection of controversial reality reveals the eegse of social issues and the fact of
social relations that underpin the conflict inTitis concept takes literature out of the
emotions to the qualified knowledge expressingtttude towards the community, and
expressing refusal of all negative practices, andking to develop visions to change
such practices.

For Mahmoud Amin Al —Alim, criticism is part ohé ideological system in
any community , and part of the philosophy in figest to reveal the laws of the
literary text, public and private, related to laefsknowledge . Furthermore, Mahmoud
Amin Al-Alim sees that one cannot separate criticif'om ideology because the
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analysis of the cognitive and the ideological parthe literary text is a cornerstone
when reading the literary text as one unit.

As criticism is part of the ideological system,nthieis part of the cultural and
ideological conflict the communities go through,express their identity and position
against the other, especially in the periods ofadd@ansformations.

The most important issues of criticism addresgsetMahmoud Amin Al- Alim
is the innovation in form and content , Al-Alimdicated That the innovation begins
from the content and not the form , adding tha form is not the external form but
how the meaning formed beginning from the comptaef the literary work and
ending with external form of the text.

Mahmoud Amin Al- Alim approach in criticism is baken the free application
of the tools of criticism without literal commitmeto the procedural steps of the critical
approaches, and begins with the analyzing of thernal components of the text and
tracking their internal relations, and how theyetake final form, then the analyzing of
the relation of these components with the exteroatexts, the historical and the social.
For this reason Mahmoud Amin Al- Alim refuses thgical approaches that isolate the
context from its historical context and circumsesof social production, and refuses
the statistic study which does not link betweertdetheir objectives, the social and
cultural functions

Furthermore, the critical writings by Mahmoud AnAh-Alim still have many
points worthy of study, and a lot of concepts apthions that deserve discussion, and |
hope that this research represents an introdud¢toimtellectual and critical studies
highlights the valuable contribution in ideologydagriticism made by Mahmoud Amin
Al-Alim.



